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òRC&D - Making things happen!ó 

2007 Financial Summary  

¶ Completed 62 Better 

Backroads grants totaling 

$366,488.07 that were paid 

to 59 towns and 

organizations. 

¶ $34,730.29 went to 

Category A: Erosion 
Inventory and Capital 

Budget Planning grants. 

¶ $301,757.78 went to 

Category B: Correction of a 

Road Related Erosion 

Problem grants.  

¶ $497.95 went to funding 

workshops. 

¶ Invested $448,572.91 in 

local match for these 

projects. 

2007 has been a busy year for the Better Backroads program with technical assistance, 
grants and workshops.  Accomplishments for 2007 include: 

 

¶ Secured an additional $522,998 in funding through the Governorôs Clean and Clear 

Action Plan from the Vermont Agency of Transportation, Federal Highway 
Administration, and the Vermont Department of Environmental Conservation, 

Water Quality Division to continue the Better Backroads grant program into its 

eleventh year. 
¶ Awarded 65 grants to 60 municipalities and organizations and introduced a new 

fall round of grant funding. 

¶ Provided technical assistance to 45 towns.  
¶ Continued partnership with the Vermont Youth Conservation Corps (VYCC). 

¶ Presented workshops throughout the state educating folks involved in maintaining 

roads in Better Backroads techniques, including the debut of a new ñRoads & 

Riversò workshop.   

The Better Backroads program partnered with the Vermont Agency of Natural Resources (ANR), 

River Management Program to develop a new hands-on workshop for road crews using a flume 

model of a stream.  With this flume model, workshop participants set up real life situations to 

look at conflicts that occur in towns between managing road infrastructure and rivers (i.e., 

installing culverts and bridges, building berms along the river, riprap bank stabilization) to see 
what affects these activities have on the river system and the impacts of these projects over a 

period of time.  Linda Boudette, the Better Backroads technician, Staci Pomeroy, ANR river 

scientist, and Patrick Ross, ANR stream alteration engineer, taught folks about stream processes 

and regulations involved with projects on streams.  The workshop emphasizes proper culvert 

sizing and installation, erosion control techniques and recommended practices for managing 

roads to prevent damage from storm events and flooding.  So far, over 170 folks that make 

decisions about road maintenance have been educated by this workshop.  Contact us to set up a 

workshop in your area. 

Going with the Flow:  

New workshop educates road crews about water quality  
Better Backroads has received 

$522,998 in funding for the 

2007 program.  Here is how 

that money has been allocated: 



 

2007 Better Backroads Project Highlights  

Before & After  

The town of Panton received a Better Backroads grant to replace the inadequate structures (above left) with one culvert 
capable of handling seasonal flows.  As a result of this project, this road did not flood and get washed away for the first 
time in years, preventing large quantities of sediment from being deposited into the Dead Creek and Lake Champlain.     

The installation of this stone lined ditch in Whitingham 

will filter road runoff before it enters a nearby wetland.  

The Cambridge road crew upgraded culverts and installed 

stone lined ditches to improve drainage and remove 

sediment and other pollutants from road runoff before it 

enters the Lamoille River. 

This road bank in West Windsor was continually sliding into 

the road and  down the embankment on the other side into 

the brook.  Regrading the slope and installing riprap has 

stabilized the bank and prevented further erosion.   

New driveway culverts and ditches were installed in 

Peacham to improve drainage in this hilly area.  Ditches 

were lined with stone or vegetation to provide erosion 

control.   



Better Backroads Grant Recipient Towns &  

Organizations1997 -2007  

Poultney-Mettowee   

Watershed Partnership 
Spring Lake Ranch 
Sunrise/Sunset/Perch Pond     

Association 
 
   Washington County  

Town of Barre 
Town of Berlin 

Town of Calais 
Town of East Montpelier 
Town of Marshfield 

Town of Middlesex 
City of Montpelier 
Town of Moretown 

Town of Northfield 
Town of Plainfield 
Town of Waitsfield 

Town of Warren 
Town of Woodbury 
Friends of the Mad River 

Thatcher Pines Association 
 
   Windham County  

Town of Brattleboro 
Town of Brookline 

Town of Dummerston 
Town of Grafton 
Town of Putney 

Town of Rockingham 
Town of Stratton 
Town of Townshend 

Town of Wardsboro 
Town of Westminster 
Town of Whitingham 
All Souls Unitarian 

Universalists Church 
 
    Windsor County  
Town of Barnard 
Town of Bridgewater 

Town of Cavendish 
Town of Hartford 
Town of Ludlow 

Town of Norwich 
Town of Plymouth 
Town of Pomfret 

Town of Rochester 
Town of Royalton 
Town of Sharon 

Town of Stockbridge 
Town of West Windsor 
Town of Windsor 

Barnard Silver Lake 
Association 

Southern Windsor County 

Regional Planning 
Commission 

White River Partnership 

   Lamoille County  

Town of Belvidere 
Town of Cambridge 

Town of Eden 
Town of Elmore 
Town of Hyde Park 

Town of Johnson 
Town of Morristown 
Town of Stowe 

Town of Wolcott 
Lamoille County Conservation 

District 

Lamoille County Planning 
Commission 

 
   Orange County  

Town of Bradford 

Town of Braintree 
Town of Chelsea 
Town of Corinth 

Town of Fairlee 
Town of Newbury 
Town of Orange 

Town of Randolph 
Town of Strafford 
Town of Thetford 

Town of Topsham 
Town of Washington 
Town of West Fairlee  

Town of Williamstown 
Bragg Road Committee 
 
   Orleans County  

Village of Barton 
Town of Brownington 

Town of Craftsbury 
Town of Derby 
Town of Glover 

Town of Greensboro 
Town of Holland 
Lake Parker Association 

Shadow Lake Association 
Vermont Leadership Ctr.        
 
   Rutland County  

Town of Benson 

Town of Brandon 
Town of Castleton 
Town of Chittenden 

Town of Danby 
Town of Mendon 
Town of Middletown Springs 

Town of Pawlet 
Town of Pittsfield 
Town of Pittsford 

Town of Poultney 
Town of Rutland 
Town of Sudbury 

Town of Tinmouth 
Town of Wallingford 
Town of West Haven 

Town of West Rutland 
 

Caledonia County  

Town of Danville 
Town of Groton 

Town of Hardwick 
Town of Newark 
Town of Peacham 

Town of Ryegate 
Town of Sheffield 
Town of Walden 

Town of Waterford 
Town of Wheelock 
Lake Groton Association 

Southeast Newark Pond 
Association 

 

 Chittenden County  

Town of Bolton 
Town of Charlotte 
Town of Colchester 

Town of Huntington 
Town of Jericho 
Town of Underhill 

Town of South Burlington 
Town of Westford 
Winooski Conservation 

District 
    
   Essex County  

Town of Bloomfield 
Town of Concord 
Town of Norton 

Town of Victory 
Maidstone Lake 

Campowners 

Association 
 
   Franklin County  
Town of Enosburg 
Town of Fairfax 

Town of Fairfield 
Town of Fletcher 
Town of Franklin 

Town of Georgia 
Town of Richford 
Town of Sheldon 

Town of Swanton 
UVM Extension 
 

Grand Isle County  
Town of Grand Isle 

Town of Isle La Motte 
Town of North Hero 
 

KEY  

Towns receiving one or more grants 
 

Non-municipal organization receiving one or more 
grants 
 

Lake Champlain Basin Boundary 

 

Bennington County  

Town of Arlington 
Town of Bennington 

Town of Pownal 
Town of Readsboro 
Town of Rupert 

Town of Sunderland 
Woodford Lake Estates 
Battenkill Watershed         

Alliance 

Addison County  

Town of Addison 
Town of Bristol 

Town of Cornwall 
Town of Ferrisburg 
Town of Goshen 

Town of Granville 
Town of Leicester 
Town of Lincoln 

Town of Middlebury 
Town of New Haven 
Town of Orwell 

Town of Panton 
Town of Ripton 
Town of Sailsbury 

Town of Shoreham 



Better Backroads Technical Assistance Site Visits 

2005 -2007  

KEY 

    Technical assistance site visit                 

 Lake Champlain Basin boundary 
 



Better Backroads & VYCC: Getting Things Done!  

2007 was the third year of partnership between the Better 
Backroads program and the Vermont Youth Conservation 
Corps (VYCC).  The crew spent one week in each of three 
towns (Lincoln, Norwich and Benson) completing high 
priority water quality related road projects.  This seven 
member crew completed:  

¶ 19 stone headwalls,  

¶ 150 feet of stream bank stabilization,  

¶ 8 stone aprons at culvert outlets,  

¶ 100 feet of stone lined ditch and  

¶ 100 feet of eroding road bank stabilization.   
 

Projects were planned and coordinated by Linda 
Boudette, the Better Backroads Technician with help from 
Ethan Swift, Watershed Coordinator for the Agency of 
Natural Resources, and Chuck Wise and Pete Fellows 
from the Two Rivers-Ottauquechee Regional 
Commission.  The crews were made available to these 
towns through Clean & Clear funding to the Agency of 
Natural Resources, River Management Section.  Thanks 
to the road crew and residents in Lincoln, Norwich and 
Benson for supporting this great crew!   



 

Better Backroads making headlines!  

Better Backroads Steering Committee 

For more information or questions, please contact: 
 

Linda Boudette, Better Backroads Technician, Northern 

Vermont Resource Conservation & Development Council, 
(802) 793-7816, backroadstech@yahoo.com 

 
Jarrod Becker, Business Manager, Northern Vermont 

Resource Conservation & Development Council, 
(802) 828-4583, rcdbizmanager@yahoo.com 

 
Susan Warren, Aquatic Biologist, Vermont Agency of Natural 

Resources, (802) 241-3794  
 

Sally Collopy, Director, Vermont Local Roads Program, 
(802) 654-2652 

 
Beth Ann Finlay, Coordinator, Northern Vermont Resource 

Conservation & Development Council, (802) 828-4595  
 

Ken Hafner, Coordinator, George D. Aiken Resource 
Conservation & Development Council, (802) 728-9526  
 

Chris Brunelle, Stream Alteration Engineer, Vermont Agency 
of Natural Resources, (802) 777-5328  

 
Laurel LaFramboise, Process Coordinator & Technical 

Writer, Vermont Agency of Transportation, (802) 828-2604 
 

Dave Pelletier, Assistant Director, Lamoille County Planning 
Commission, (802) 888-4548  

 
Ernie Englehardt, District Transportation Administrator, 

Vermont Agency of Transportation, (802) 828-2691  


